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Close-up trip proves memorable experience 
By Allie Knofczynski Up program. The group One of the two ad-

spent a week with other visors on the excur-
ment, like an urban set­
ting such as Washing­
ton, D.C.," Becker said. As a United States 

citizen,. a visit to the 
nation's capital city 
should have a spot 
on everyone's buck­
et list. It is important 
that Americans are 
well educated in the 
workings of the Unit­
ed States government, 
but for many, the only 
way to learn about the 
democratic system is 
through classroom 
textbooks and Lectures. 

Nineteen Riggs stu­
dents took advantage 
of the opportunity 
to go to Washington, 
D.C. through the Close

schools from around the 
-,,,�---- sion was history teach-

country visiting land- er Terry Becker. Riggs 
marks and participat­ has been participating 
ing in hands-on activi- in the Close Up pro-
ties that truly illustrate gram since 1989, but 
the processes that take he has personally tak-
place in Washington. en students four times, 

"I thought getting and each trip is a new 
involved with gov- set of memories and 
ernment and debates opportunities."I enjoy 
would be boring. I was watching our students 
completely wrong. It learn things about our 
was actually a lot of fun government that they 
to participate," Ryan didn't know before. 
Callahan, 12, said. rh,io """'l Rra• eanahao · The teacher progran1 is 

Riley Bren, 11, also As part of their week-long tour of the nation's capital, also fantastic. I learn so 
h d Riggs students visited the White House. a some predeter- much while on the trip 
mined ideas head- Carlv Nieman, 12, riding the metro with as well. I a]so enjoy trav-
ing out to Washing- had pl�nty of fun dur- all the Pierre people eling with students. I
ton, D.C., many of ing the week.''My fa- and going to the four- like helping them adapt
which were correct. vorite memories are story mall," she said. to a different environ-

It may seem like 
a weeklong vaca­
tion from school, but 
the trip is essentially 
educational. "I learned 
that I need to speak my 
opinion and start hav­
ing my own thoughts 
instead of what my par­
ents have always taught 
me," Nieman said. 

"It gives you a good 
opportunity to ask 
these questions that 
you want to have an­
swered without peo­
ple just brushing you 
off or thinking that 
you're not important," 
Renae Kueter, 11, said. 

Riggs students elected to statewide positions 
By Samantha Beck 

Both the Student 
Senate and Future 
Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) at­
tended state confer­
ences in Pierre this 
month. At the confer­
ences, Riggs student 
leaders had the chance 
to attend workshops 
and engage with oth­
er motivated students 
from around the state. 

FB LA members also 
participated in compet­
itive events at the con­
ference, and the Riggs 
Chapter showed domi­
nance in both tests and 
speaking events. Four-

teen members of the the next step would be state office to get the ex­
Riggs chapter qua.Ji- to take some respon- pe:rience to help make 
fied for National Lead- sibility at the region myself into a better 
ership Conference in level," Lentsch said. business professional." 
Nashville this summer. Lentsch was elected As state officers, 

Also taking place the region's secretary. Propst and Smith will 
at the two conferences Halverson was elect- help organize next 
were elections for state- ed region president. year's conferences, 
wide positions. Macy AtFBLASpringLead- prepare reports, man­
Halverson, 10, and Aus- ership Conference, two age finances, and corn­
tin Lentsch, 10, both students ran for state rnunicate with lo­
ran for positions on the offices. Rachel Propst, cal FBLA chapters. 
Capital Regic'm Board 11, was elected report- Propst said that 
for student senate. er while Sam Smith, 11, her favorite part was 

"I've been secre- was elected treasurer. getting to know oth­
tary of my class for 1 "It was a great expe- er FBLA members 
two years, and I de- rience because I learned from around the state. 
cided that this year I better public speaking "I liked meeting new 
wanted to step up be- skills and how to pres- people at my campaign 
cause I've gained a lot ent myself to a large booth. It was fun to talk 
of experience at my audience," Propst said. topeople and makenew 
school and I figured "I wanted to run for a friends," Propst said. 

Plloto by Ch,ryt Ulm,n 
Junior Rachel Propst stands next to her campaign booth, 
where she talked to FBLA members from about her 
candidacy for state reporter earlier this month. 



2 OPINIONS 

Schools should stress art, history 
Da Vinci, Shake- · are indeed extremelv 

speare, Dante, Giot- important classes. Mo;t 
to, Bach, Michelange- college graduates in the 
lo- all men who have . near future will be em-
made a lasting influ- ployed in jobs involving 

· ence our world. Art- science, engineering, 
work, music and liter- and technology. Col-
ature have shaped our . lege or tech school grad­
.culture for. thousands uates with degrees in a 

of years. 
ED I T,O ll IA L S T E M  

Classical x � · , ,ti,' • " <'t fieldare 
art and lit- m u c h 
erature offer a portal more likely to find a 
to the past for anyone job soon after gradu-
who dares to dive in. ation than those who 

In the past few have degrees in oth-
years,. schools have er areas. It's impor-
focused increasingly tant that high schools 
on math and science continue to offer chal-
courses. These class- lenging math and sci-
es prepare students ence classes and push 
for college and STEM · students to do their
careers. Nationwide best in thesg_ subjects. 
public school pro- Riggs does an excel-
grams like No Child lent jobpromotingmath 
Left Behind and, more and science. For such a 
recently, the Common small school, there is an 
Core standards, have abundance of advanced 
reflected this math math and science class-
and science emphasis. es available for moti-

Math and science vated students. We also 

have excellent teachers . and Mythology, aHow­
who make the classes . ing students to take in­
relevant and engaging. teresting classes that 

Though an empha- will help them under­
sis on math and science stand so much about 
is necessary for schools the world around them. · 
in today's highly tech- By studying classi­
nological world, it's im- cal art, music and lit­
perative that schools erature, students can 
don't lose sight of the come to understand the 
true importance of oth- history of our world 
er subjects. History, art, and how our culture 
music, and literature all became what it is to­
play an enormous role day. While these sub­
in today's world, and it jects may not be strict­
is important that high ly necessary in many 
school students study of the jobs students 
these subjects as well. will have after gradu-

Riggs also is out-= ation, they are impor- · 
standing at promot- tant in order for stu­
ing the arts. Artwork dents to become open­
by students fron? Riggs minded, respectful, and 
has been shown all well-informed citizens. 
around the state this High schools need 
spring, while band to emphasize not only 
and choir members re- math and science, but 
cently received excel- the arts, music, theater, 
lent scores at contest. and literature. Through 

In addition, our studying art and its his­
school offers · courses tory, students gain a 
in Western Civilization greater appreciation. 
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What's hot and what's not this month 
Hall Talb: 

... to Prom 2k14 

... to snow days 

... to baseball season 

... to the Masters 
... to new spring clothes 
... to the prom king and 
queen 
... to going fishing 
... to parent senior party 
... to a month of school left 
... to lil' Jae & B 
... to the track team's sock 
game 
... to the golf course opening 
... to Con & Shay becoming 
adjectives 
... to Shay being king of the 
jungle 

... to no more dance and for­
mal pictures 

... to snow in April 

... to testing week 

... to the ACT 

... to sleep deprivation 

... to doing grad invites 

... to senioritis 

... to all the lasts 

... to cramming in chapters 

... to Jon's broccoli 

... to rocket man 

... to literary analysis re­
search papers 
... to annoying snapchat sto­
ries 
... to registering for college 
... to having too much to do 
and not enough time 
... to saying goodbye to 
Glitzy 

What's the best part about spring weather? 

"Tanks," -Shay 
Reinke 12 

"Fine hunnys," 
-Jamaal Covey

I r 

'f 

"Emma wearing 
flip-flops in the 
snow," -Maddie 

Neibauer, 
/0 

"Playing with 
toys oustide 

with Hunter" 
)-Warrant

Garreau 
I 

9 
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Art students show off pieces at exhibi1 
By Marcella Lees 

T
his year has been

. a busy one for 
the Riggs art stu­

dents. One wav for 
these budding artists to 
showcase all their hard 
work is art exhibitions. 
Today and the rest of 
the weekend, select 
students from Riggs 
will be participat­
ing in the Short Grass 
Arts Council's Gallery 
Art Show. It will be 
held in the Chamber 
of Commerce Commu­
nity Room and is open 
to all. This is to be the 
\ast art show the Riggs 
art department will be 
involved in this year. 

"Going to see an art 
show is a great way to 
encourage your class­
mates to keep do-

ing what they're doing, 
and maybe you11 get in­
terested yourself while 
you're at it," Doug­
las Griese, 12, said. Gri­
ese is a student of pot­
tery and sculpture teach­
er Christina Staskewich. 

In addition to the art 
exhibition in Pierre this 
weekend, Riggs art stu­
dents have been in­
volved in several activi­
ties around the state this 
spring. In late March, 
over 30 students en­
tered approximate­
ly 40 pieces of art in the 
2014 Faulkton Area Arts 
Council 24th Annual 
"Hats Off to the Artists" 
show in Faulkton, SD. 
Twenty four of the sh1-
dents received first, sec­
ond or third place hon­
ors at the competition. 

Nine art students 

Photo coormy Wultt Duby 

Junior Tristin Tuffs makes a collage while attending a work­
shop at the "creARTive" Expo in Brookings on April 9. 

and teacher Weslee Dar­
by also travelled to the 
campus of South Dakota 
State University in Brook­
ings for the "creART­
ive" Expo. The Expo is 
the Brookings Premier 
Youth Art exhibition for 
high school students. 

Students had the 
chance to view and cri­
tique art, photography, 
and sculptures by sh1-
dents from around the 
state. They also were 
able to attend W1)rkshops 

about painting, collage, 
sculpture, and careers in 
art, among other subjects. 
The expo also featured an 
art competition in which 
students completed an 
individual or team chal­
lenge. Together and indi­
vidually, the Riggs group 
created four pieces of 
art, representing the top­
ic "Summer" in an hour. 

Jonathan Newling, 12, 
entered a piece of art­
work titled, "In Tribute of 
Van Gogh's Starry Night" 
in the Brookings expo. 

Photo courtesy of Wulee Oarby 

Art teacher Weslee Darby helps students Kaitlyn Wulf, I 0, 
Noah Rose, 9, and Morgan Higginbotham, 11, create a work of 
art based on the theme "Summer" at the "creARTive" Expo. 

Students show off the artwork they made for the Central South Cl 
part of a permanent exhibit at the Center.Top row, from left:Jocel 
Christina Staskewich. Bottom row: Lydia Kanz, Morgan Deis, Justi 

"Although I did not 
win, it was still real­
ly awesome. I had a lot 
of fun. It helped me re­
alize I still need to hone 
my skills," Newling said. 

All the students 
who went on the trip 
agree that it was an ex­
cellent learning and 
bonding experience. 

The Riggs Art Depart­
ment also made its mark 
on our own communi­
ty this month. Students 
created paintings depict­
ing children, families 
and places from around 

the world that were dis­
played on the walls of 
the Central South Dakota 
Child Assessment Cen­
ter at St. Mary's Hospi­
tal in honor of Nation-
al Crime Victims' Rights 
Week. Over thirty works 
by Riggs sh1dents were 
displayed there per­
manently as part of an 
art-viewing event enti­
tled 30 Years: Restoring 
the Balance of Justice. , 

The artwork will help l 
brighten the walls of the t 
Center and give hope c 
to children who have , 
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tions around state 

Photo counu-, Wulee Duby 

, Dakota Child Assessment Center. The artwork will become 
,celyn Gray, Douglas Griese, Melissa Snow, Weslee Darby, and 
1stin Oakland, and Jessica Hepper. 

suffered. Riggs art stu­
dents agree that art ex­
hibitions are an excel­
lent way for them to 
show off their hard work. 

"Art shows are real­
ly rewarding whether or 
not you win. It's really 
rewarding to know oth­
er people saw and ap­
preciated your work," 
Morgan Deis, 12, said. 
"Those of us that do art, 
we don't leam to play 

> basketball, but we still go 
to the games to support 

� our athletes. In the same 
� way, we work really hard 

on our artwork, so they 
should go encourage us." 

Although art doesn't 
get the same recognition 
sports do, it is still alive 
and flourishing. Art is 
a valuable class for stu­
dents to take and many 
who take it because it is 
required end up loving it. 

"I enjoy having a 
healthy environment to 
express myself. Art is 
really an expression of 
one's self to the world. 
The art community in 
Riggs is a warm, nur­
turing environment to 

be in and experience life 
in," Lydia Kanz, 12, said. 
Kanz joined. an art class 
this year for the first time 
since freshman year. 

"Everything came 
from art. The way peo­
ple design cars, that's art. 
What you wear, what TV 
shows you watch, every­
thing is in some way de­
rived from art. Art is all 
about problem solving. 
It teaches people how to 
think creatively and ab­
stractly. I think taking 
art makes a person more 
well round�," art teach­
er Weslee Darby said. 

"I took the class be­
cause 1'1n a senior and 
I needed classes to fill, 
but I'm really glad l did. 
It has definitelv been 
a worthwhile , experi­
ence. It's a great way 
to · relax from your oth­
er classes," Griese said. 

"I enjoy everything 
about art. I like that I 
have something I can do 
no matter how stress­
ful the rest of my life 
is. I'll just sit down 
with one of my paint­
ings and everything else 
goes away," Deis said. 

"For the kids that 
aren't good at reading, 
writing and math, it gives 
us a purpose .. It gives us 
somewhere we fit in,'' 
Melissa Snow, 12, said. 

"I'm not a sit there 
and work and work in 
a desk person. I need 
to use my hands and be 
able to move. In art I get 
to do that. It's fun to cre­
ate things and show peo­
ple what you're capable 
of. Art can really wid- · 
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Photo <oumsy Wtsltt Darby 

Senior Morgan Deis shows off the paintings she made for the Central South Dakota Child As• 
sessment Center. Deis has also submitted pieces to art shows around the state this spring . 

en your horizon,'' Jes­
sica Hepper, 11, said. 

Art is something that 
can be enjoyed by ev­
eryone though, regard­
less of what you want 
to do with your life. It 

has numerous relax­
ation, expression, and 
critical thinking benefits. 

"Art gives people con­
trol over their own life. 
They can express them­
selves, but they are also 

expressing the world 
around them," said Darby. 

"Art is everywhere, 
and without it the 
world would just be 
blah," Staske\vich said. 

Short Grass Arts Council 

Gallery Art Show 

Friday, April 25 (5-8 p.m.) 
Saturday, April 26 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 

Sunday, April 27 (1-4 p.m.) 
Free Admission 

Chamber of Commerce 
Community Room 










