By Allie Knofczynski

As a United States
citizen, a visit to the
nation’s capital city
should have a spot
on everyone’s buck-
et list. It is important
that Americans are
well educated in the
workings of the Unit-
ed States government,
but for many, the only
way to learn about the
democratic system is
through classroom
textbooks and lectures.

Nineteen Riggs stu-
dents took advantage
of the opportunity
to go to Washington,
D.C. through the Close
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Up program. The group
spent a week with other
schools from around the
country visiting land-
marks and participat-
ing in hands-on activi-
ties that truly illustrate
the processes that take
place in Washington.

“ thought getting
involved with gov-
ernment and debates
would be boring. I was
completely wrong. It
was actually a lot of fun
to participate,” Ryan
Callahan, 12, said.

Riley Bren, 11, also
had some predeter-
mined ideas head-
ing out to Washing-
ton, D.C, many of
which were correct.

Riggs students

By Samantha Beck

Both the Student
Senate and Future
Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) at-
tended state confer-
ences in Pierre this
month. At the confer-
ences, Riggs student
leaders had the chance
to attend workshops
and engage with oth-
er motivated students
from around the state.

FBLA members also
participated in compet-
itive events at the con-
ference, and the Riggs
Chapter showed domi-
nance in both tests and
speaking events. Four-

teen members of the
Riggs chapter quali-
fied for National Lead-
ership Conference in
Nashville this summer.

Also taking place
at the two conferences
were elections for state-
wide positions. Macy
Halverson, 10, and Aus-
tin Lentsch, 10, both
ran for positions on the
Capital Region Board
for student senate.

“I've been secre-
tary of my class for
two years, and 1 de-
cided that this year I
wanted to step up be-
cause I've gained a lot
of experience at my
school and I figured
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As part of their week-long tour of the nation’s capital,
Riggs students visited the White House.

Carly Nieman, 12,
had plenty of fun dur-
ing the week.”My fa-
vorite memories are

riding the metro with
all the Pierre people
and going to the four-
story mall,” she said.
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Close-up trip proves memorable experience

One of the two ad-
visors on the excur-
sion was history teach-
er Terry Becker. Riggs
has been participating
in the Close Up pro-
gram since 1989, but
he has personally tak-
en students four times,
and each trip is a new
set of memories and
opportunities.”l enjoy
watching our students
learn things about our
government that they
didn’t know before.
The teacher program is
also fantastic. 1 learn so
much while on the trip
as well. I alsoenjoy trav-
eling with students. I
like helping them adapt
to a different environ-

ment, like an urban set-
ting such as Washing-
ton, D.C.,” Becker said.

It may seem like
a weeklong vaca-
tion from school, but
the trip is essentially
educational.“I learned
that I need to speak my
opinion and start hav-
ing my own thoughts
instead of what my par-
ents have always taught
me,” Nieman said.

“It gives you a good
opportunity to ask
these questions that
you want to have an-
swered without peo-
ple just brushing you
off or thinking that
you're not important,”
Renae Kueter, 11, said.

elected to statewide positions

the next step would be
to take some respon-
sibility at the region
level,” Lentsch said.
Lentsch was elected
the region’s secretary.
Halverson was elect-
ed region president.

AtFBLASpringLead-
ership Conference, two
students ran for state
offices. Rachel Propst,
11, was elected report-
er while Sam Smith, 11,
was elected treasurer.

“It was a great expe-
rience because I learned
better public speaking
skills and how to pres-
ent myself to a large
audience,” Propst said.
“I wanted to run for a

state office to get the ex-
perience to help make
myself into a better
business professional.”

As state officers,
Propst and Smith will
help organize next
year’s conferences,
prepare reports, man-
age finances, and com-

municate  with  lo-
cal FBLA chapters.
Propst said that

her favorite part was
getting to know oth-
er FBLA members
from around the state.

“Iliked meeting new
people at my campaign
booth. It was fun to talk
topeopleand makenew
friends,” Propst said.

Phots by Cheryl Uimen

Junior Rachel Propst stands next to her campaign booth,
where she talked to FBLA members from about her
candidacy for state reporter earlier this month.
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Da Vinci, Shake-
speare, Dante, Giot-
to, Bach, Michelange-
lo—all men who have
made a lasting influ-
ence our world. Art-

OPINIONS
Schools should stress art, history

are indeed extremely
important classes. Most
college graduates in the
near future will be em-
ployedinjobsinvolving

science, engineering,
work, music and liter- and technology. Col-
ature have shaped our  lege ortechschool grad-
culture for thousands  uates with degrees in a
of years. . gy - - - STEM
Classical l“‘il‘?&;%q:?,.mlyzéxgﬁ field are
artand lit- - much

erature offer a portal
to the past for anyone
who dares to dive in.

In the past few
years, schools have
focused increasingly
on math and science
courses. These class-
es prepare students
for college and STEM
careers. Nationwide
public school pro-
grams like No Child
Left Behind and, more
recently, the Common
Core standards, have
reflected this math
and science emphasis.

Math and science

more likely to find a
job soon after gradu-
ation than those who
have degrees in oth-
er areas. It's impor-
tant that high schools
continue to offer chal-
lenging math and sci-
ence classes and push

"students to do their

best in these subjects.

Riggs does an excel-
lentjob promoting math
and science. For such a
small school, there is an
abundance of advanced
math and science class-
es available for moti-
vated students. We also

have excellent teachers
who make the classes
relevant and engaging.

Though an empha-
sis on math and science
is necessary for schools
in today’s highly tech-
nological world, it's im-
perative that schools
don’t lose sight of the
true importance of oth-
er subjects. History, art,
music, and literature all
play an enormous role
in today’s world, and it
is important that high
school students study
these subjects as well.

Riggs also is out-
standing at promot-
ing the arts. Artwork
by students from! Riggs
has been shown all
around the state this
spring, while band
and choir members re-
cently received excel-
lent scores at contest.

In addition, our
school offers courses
in Western Civilization

and Mythology, allow-
ing students to take in-
teresting classes that
will help them under-
stand so much about
the world around them.

By studying classi-
cal art, music and lit-
erature, students can
come to understand the
history of our world
and how our culture
became what it is to-
day. While these sub-
jects may not be strict-
ly necessary in many
of the jobs students
will have after gradu-
ation, they are impor-
tant in order for stu-
dents to become open-
minded, respectful, and
well-informed citizens.

High schools need
to emphasize not only
math and science, but
the arts, music, theater,
and literature. Through
studying art and its his-
tory, students gain a
greater  appreciation.
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April movie releases
in no way foolish

The month of April
is ending and that
means graduation is
mere weeks away. Ev-
eryone is busy and
who really has time to
watch movies, serious-
ly? Nevertheless, it is a
burden we must bear.

First off, there is
“Captain America: The
Winter Soldier.” Cap-

tain America is the old- der-Man 2” is on its
est Avenger. At 95, he way. Its arrival is very
probably makes his sudden(butwelcomed).
peers jealous with his The movie looks like it
ability to fight off lit- will delve into the back-
erally squads of peo- story of Spider-Man a
ple without throw- bit more, something
ing out his back. that surprisingly did

e w2 not happen
Winter Sol- with  the
dier” is yet first one.
another in The film
a long line apparently
of Aveng- has Jamie
ers movies Foxx elec-
that almost trocuting
never disap- Lennixx Lee people with
point. It has MOVIES HIMSELE,
action, com- Paul Gia-
edy, a good matti dress-

ol’ Stan Lee
cameo, and a glimpse
of "Avengers: Age of Ul-
tron.” It also has Black
Widow... that is all
Who else was sur-
prised with “Diver-
gent?” It proved not to
beanotheryoung-adult-
book-series-turned-
successful-movie-fran-
chise wannabe. Success
actually seems inevi-
table with this series.
While many may
wonder what the big
deal is with this faction-
based world, the story
is very engaging and,
dare I say, interesting.
Oh, and the third film
will be split into two
movies. Yup, called it.

How long has it

been since Emma Stone

graced the big screen?
How long has it been
since you even saw a
movie with her un-
deniably spectacu-
lar presence? The an-
swer you are looking
for with both of these
questions is TOO long.

“The Amazing Spi-

ing up in a
weird rhinoceros suit,
and Emma Stone show-
ing off her (still some-
what odd) blonde hair.
Oh, and a young Green
Goblin shows up too?

This entry may suf-
fer the problem of hav-
ing too many villains.
Honestly though, the
real worry is that Emma
Stone is Gwen Sta-
cy, not Mary Jane, and
we all know how that
is going to work out.

Say bye to April and
get ready to say hello to
May. Before April ends,
check out “Oculus” be-
cause a month without
horror is just not a good
month, you know?
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Grad party hosts face big decisions

As graduation draws
evernearerand we count
down the last days of
school, seniors and un-
derclassman alike begin
to wrap up their year
worrying about semes-
ter tests, last-minute
scholarships, and how
they are going to get
that golden tan in time
for beach season. Grad-
uation season, how-
ever, also brings upon
our favorite event of
the year: Grad parties.

Of course, every se-
nior hopes to make his
or her party one to re-
member; therefore, in
this edition of Good
Eats, we will cover
some simple food tips
for your grad party and
tips for you party-hop-
ping  underclassman.

The decisions for
grub are numerous, but

when you get down to
it, two basic categories
are presented: dessert
and the

for your party and like-
ly the most expensive.
You could always go

for the clas-

main dish. sic pork and

T h_e barbecue
classic sandwiches,
desse_rt but if you
of choice are willing
is gener- to spring for
ally cake. something
Consid- unique,
er buying why  not
cupcakes. Lydia Kanz and Justin try a make-
Cupcakes Oakland your-own
not only GOOD EATS pasta  or
offer a va- baked
riety of fla- potato bar?
vors, but they are also Pottery teacher
less messy than the Christina Staskewich

traditional sheet cake
when you've got a stop-
and-go party schedule.

The main dish is
a little more tricky to
choose. It is the most
memorable thing that
guests will remember

says, “The things you
can find on Pinter-
est are amazing! Just
look up pins including
‘party ideas’ or ‘grad-
uation party’ and you
have a library of unique
and easy main cours-

es at your disposal.”

If you plan your par-
ty hoppmg strategi-
cally, you could possi-
bly be fed for an entire
week for free. But be-
fore hopping in your car
and struggling to find
all the different venues,
start your edible expe-
dition by organizing.

Take all the gradua-
tion parties you’ve been
invited to and make a
flowchart to figure out
when all the parties go
on, which parties over-
lap, and whose party is
worth the trek. Besides
stuffing your face and
being grateful for hav-
ing a reason to get out
of your house for a cou-
ple weeks, remember to
cherish the memories
you have and will make
tocarry onthroughyour
surely bright future.

Continue to make a difference

Well, class of 2014,
we made it. We're
here right now with
all we've ever known.
This town, the people,
and the places are all
about to become differ-
ent. Different is some-
thing we’re going to
have to learn to accept.

Accept the fact that
everything is about to
change for us, ready or
not. This is where we
grew up together, and
that's something that
can never be taken away
from us. We will forev-
er have staked our claim
to this town. Whether
it be under those stadi-
um lights, out at West
Shore in our Govmo-
biles, or late night bon-
fires from the tailgate of

a pickup, we were here.

Not only will things
be different next year,
but we have
the opportu-
nity to make
a difference.
From the
second we
receive our

to be different as we
have the chance to make
a difference, mostly be-
cause we are
different.

Many
times, [I've
been  told
that our
class is dif-

diploma, ferent, or
the entire » thatweseem
world is in Tatum Richards different, or
the palm of REFLECTIONS somethin g
our hands. is different
If T know about us.

this class at all, I think
it's safe to say some
pretty incredible
things will be done.

We've made our
mark here at T.F. Riggs,
and now it’s our chance
to make it on a larger
scale. Things are about

We have always been
there for each other if
someone needed a pick-
me-up, or even backup.

Whatever it is that’s
special about us, is
something I am so
proud to be a part of.
So, as things become

different, and we are
given chances to make
a difference, let us nev-
er forget that we are
different. We are the
class of 2014; the class
that left a legacy. We
cheered louder, played
harder, and most im-
portantly cared more
for each other in the
good times and the bad.

So here we are at the
finish line and cross-
ing together. Remem-
ber that growing up
doesn’t change the fact
that for a long time we
grew side by side. No
matter what, our roots
will always be tan-
gled. So here’s to us,
the people we will re-
main forever young
with, the class of 2014.
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Art students show off pieces at exhib

By Marcella Lees

his year has been
a busy one for
the Riggs art stu-
dents. One way for
these budding artists to
showcase all their hard
work is art exhibitions.
Today and the rest of

the weekend, select
students from Riggs
will be participat-

ing in the Short Grass
Arts Council’s Gallery
Art Show. It will be
held in the Chamber
of Commerce Commu-
nity Room and is open
to all. This is to be the
last art show the Riggs
l art department will be
involved in this year.
“Going to see an art
show is a great way to
encourage your class-
mates to keep do-

ing what theyre doing,
and maybe you’ll get in-
terested yourself while
youre at it,” Doug-
las Griese, 12, said. Gri-
ese is a student of pot-
tery and sculpture teach-
er Christina Staskewich.

In addition to the art
exhibition in Pierre this
weekend, Riggs art stu-
dents have been in-
volved in several activi-
ties around the state this
spring. In late March,
over 30 students en-
tered approximate-
ly 40 pieces of art in the
2014 Faulkton Area Arts
Council 24th Annual
“Hats Off to the Artists”
show in Faulkton, SD.
Twenty four of the stu-
dents received first, sec-
ond or third place hon-
ors at the competition.

Nine art students

Photo courtesy Wesiee Darby

Junior Tristin Tuffs makes a collage while attending a work-
shop at the “creARTive’” Expo in Brookings on April 9.

and teacher Weslee Dar-
by also travelled to the
campus of South Dakota
State University in Brook-
ings for the “creART-
ive” Expo. The Expo is
the Brookings DPremier
Youth Art exhibition for
high school students.

Students had the
chance to view and cri-
tique art, photography,
and sculptures by stu-
dents from around the
state. They also were
able to attend wyprkshops

about painting, collage,
sculpture, and careers in
art, among other subjects.
The expo also featured an
art competition in which
students completed an
individual or team chal-
lenge. Together and indi-
vidually, the Riggs group
created four pieces of
art, representing the top-
ic “Summer” in an hour.

Jonathan Newling, 12,
entered a piece of art-
work titled, “In Tribute of
Van Gogh'’s Starry Night”
in the Brookings expo.

1o courtesy o

Art teacher Weslee Darby helps students Kaitlyn Wulf, 10,
Noah Rose, 9, and Morgan Higginbotham, 1 1, create a work of
art based on the theme “Summer” at the “creARTive” Expo.

Students show off the artwork they made for the Central South O
part of a permanent exhibit at the Center.Top row, from left: jocel
Christina Staskewich. Bottom row: Lydia Kanz, Morgan Deis, Justi

“Although 1 did not
win, it was still real-
ly awesome. I had a lot
of fun. It helped me re-
alize I still need to hone
my skills,” Newling said.

All  the students
who went on the trip
agree that it was an ex-
cellent learning and
bonding experience.

The Riggs Art Depart-
ment also made its mark
on our Oown communi-
ty this month. Students
created paintings depict-
ing children, families
and places from around

the world that were dis-
played on the walls of
the Central South Dakota
Child Assessment Cen-
ter at St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal in honor of Nation-
al Crime Victims’ Rights
Week. Over thirty works
by Riggs students were
displayed there per-
manently as part of an
art-viewing event enti-
tled 30 Years: Restoring
the Balance of Justice.

The artwork will help
brighten the walls of the
Center and give hope
to children who have
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 Dakota Child Assessment Center. The artwork will become
celyn Gray, Douglas Griese, Melissa Snow, Weslee Darby, and

stin Oakland, and Jessica Hepper.

suffered. Riggs art stu-
dents agree that art ex-
hibitions are an excel-
lent way for them to
show off their hard work.

“Art shows are real-
ly rewarding whether or
not you win. It’s really
rewarding to know oth-
er people saw and ap-
preciated your work,”
Morgan Deis, 12, said.
“Those of us that do art,
we don’t learn to play
basketball, but we still go
to the games to support
our athletes. In the same
way, we work really hard

on our artwork, so they
should go encourage us.”

Although art doesn’t
get the same recognition
sports do, it is still alive
and flourishing. Art is
a valuable class for stu-
dents to take and many
who take it because it is
required end up loving it.

“l enjoy having a
healthy environment to
express myself. Art is
really an expression of
one’s self to the world.
The art community in
Riggs is a warm, nur-
turing environment to

be in and experience life
in,” Lydia Kanz, 12, said.
Kanz joined an art class
this year for the first time
since freshman year.

“Everything came
from art. The way peo-
ple design cars, that’s art.
What you wear, what TV
shows you watch, every-
thing is in some way de-
rived from art. Art is all
about problem solving.
It teaches people how to
think creatively and ab-
stractly. [ think taking
art makes a person more
well roundegd,” art teach-
er Weslee Darby said.

“I took the class be-
cause I'm a senior and
I needed classes to fill,
but I'm really glad I did.
It has definitely been
a worthwhile experi-
ence. It's a great way
to relax from your oth-
er classes,” Griese said.

“I enjoy everything
about art. [ like that I
have something I can do
no matter how stress-
ful the rest of my life
is. TIll just sit down
with one of my paint-
ings and everything else
goes away,” Deis said.

“For the kids that
aren’t good at reading,
writing and math, it gives
us a purpose. It gives us
somewhere we fit in,”
Melissa Snow, 12, said.

“I'm not a sit there
and work and work in
a desk person. I need
to use my hands and be
able to move. InartI get
to do that. It's fun to cre-
ate things and show peo-
ple what you're capable

of. Art can really wid--
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Photo courtesy Weslee Dasby

Senior Morgan Deis shows off the paintings she made for the Central South Dakota Child As-
sessment Center. Deis has also submitted pieces to art shows around the state this spring.

en your horizon,” Jes-
sica Hepper, 11, said.

Art is something that
can be enjoyed by ev-
eryone though, regard-
less of what you want
to do with your life. It

has numerous relax-
ation, expression, and
critical thinking benefits.

“Art gives people con-
trol over their own life.
They can express them-
selves, but they are also

expressing the world
around them, ”said Darby.

“Art is everywhere,
and without it the
world would just be
blah,” Staskewich said.

Short Grass Arts Council
Gallery Art Show

Friday, April 25 (5-8 p.m.)
Saturday, April 26 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.)
Sunday, April 27 (1-4 p.m.)
Free Admission
Chamber of Commerce
Community Room
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Govs to compete in Legion Relays today

3y Chris Rumrill

By

The Governor and
.ady Governor Track
eams are back in ac-
ion today just a cou-
sle of blocks away
it Phil Trautner Sta-

lium for the Amer- .
Legion Relays.

can

The Govs and Lady
sovs track teams will
ace tough competition
romteamscomingfrom
»oth sides of the state.

This meet is coming
n the heels of the Govs’
ind Lady Govs’ excel-
ent performance at
[rack-o-Rama in Rap-
d City, and today both
eams will look to build
n their previous per-
‘'ormances on their way
o peaking at the ESD
ind state track meets.

The Govs and Lady
sovs track teams have
1ad a solid start to the
season, showing that
hey can compete with

Girls

any teams that they
are put up against.
Coach Greg Starr is
pleased with the cur-
rent progress this sea-
son, especially fol-
lowing last year’s sea-
son of cold weath-
er and cancellations.
“The season has
gone extremely well.
We have had great
weather to train and
have had the oppor-
tunity to run in all of
our meets,” Starr said.
Today at the Amer-
ican Legion Re-
lays, the Govs will
be tested once again.
Two of the many up-
perclassmen  athletes
who will lead the Govs
during today’s meet
are senior Riley Sears
and junior Jamaal Cov-
ey. Both Riley Sears and
Jamaal Covey are off
to brilliant starts in the
high jump, both quali-
fying automatically for

Track

-ast meet: Tuesday in Rapid City
Nlext meet: Today in Pierre
<dow do you like Mr. Starr being the new head

:oach?

»enior Eileen Leong: “l think he’s very well suited for
t because we jumped right into our hard workouts
ind even though we die during practice, the work pays

>ff at meets.”

Boys Track

Last meet: Tuesday in Rapid City

Next meet: Today in Pierre

What’s your favorite part of the track season?
junior Jace fjerome: “Gettin’ a good tan”

Sophomore Max Reinke:“Doing it for the vine”

“l always feel that our athletes can
perform at a high level on a consistent
basis...the coaching staff knows that
each athlete is willing to give one-
hundred percent in everything they do.”
~-head coach Greg Starr

the State Track Meet.

Sears jumped 67”7
this year at the Hu-
ron Track Meet, ty-
ing his best jump from
last yeay, and Covey
jumped 64” to chal-
lenge Sears at the Al
Sahli indoor track meet.

Covey also has had
success in the hurdles
this year, provisionally
qualifying for the State
Track Meet in the 110m
high hurdles. Cov-
ey is not about to rest
on his laurels though.

“My goals for the

Legion Relays are to
qualify for the state
track meet in a couple
more events and help
the team ftry to win
the meet,” Covey said.
Teammate Riley
Sears also commented
on his goals for the meet.
“1 want to get as
close to my goal of
high jumping 70”7
as I can,” Sears said.
The Lady Governors
also will be facing stiff
competition today, but
they are definitely up to
the challenge. Senior Ei-

Baseball

Last game: Wednesday against Rapid City Stevens
Next game: Next Wednesday against Rapid City

Record: 8-4

Central

How has the season gone for the team so far?
Senior Blake Dean:“We've had our high points, but
we've also had our low points. | hope that our best
baseball will be at the end of the season.”

leen Leong and sopho-
more Courtney Dowl-
ing lead the Lady Govs
among others. This is
Leong’s fifth year run-
ning varsity track, and
she has already quali-
fied provisionally for
the 200 and 400m dash-
es. Leong placed in
the 400m dash at the
State Track Meet the
previous two years.

“So farlam liking the
way this season is go-
ing. I am running faster
than I have in previous
years in terms of this
early in the season. My
goal is to cut time in all
the events [ am running
in, whether it is in the
open 400 or 800 or our
4x4 relay,” Leong said.

Courtney Dowling
is the number one run-
ner in the state so far in
the 100, 200, and 400m
dashes. Even though
Dowling has the num-
ber one times in those

races she is nonethe
less looking to improve

“My goals for thi
meetaretokeepimprov
ing on my times and al
ways give one-hundre:
percent for my team.

Starr is starting t
get a feel for how bot]
teams perform at meet
and despite his tenden
cy not to make predic
tions, thinks that botl
teams can finish 1
the top three at ESLC

Starr is optimistic fo
the team’s performanc
at the Legion Relay:

“1 always feel tha
our athletes can per
form at a high level o
a consistent basis. W
may be a little tired du
to the Rapid meet o
Tuesday, but the coach
ing staff knows tha
each athlete is willin;

to give one-hundre
percent in everythin
they do,” Starr saic

Boys Tennis

Last tournament: Thursday at Aberdeen

Next tournament: Next Tuesday in Pierre

Coach comment on Rapid City Invite: “it’s nice
to play in a tournament format, which gets our boys
ready for the state tournament.” -head coach Jeff

Schlekeway

Girls Golf

Last tournamnet: Tuesday at Stanley County
Next tournamnet: Today in Mitchell
What are some of the strenghs of the team

this year?

Junior Paige Lonbaken: We're really close and we
pick each other up when one person isn’t playing so

well.
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By Samantha Beck

The Governor tennis
team’s season is in full swing,
with ESD and State Tourna-
ments approaching in May.
While not off to the stron-
gest start, the Governors
are improving each match.

“We are very young this
year, but we are learning
week by week. We want to
improve throughout the
season and be at the top of
our game by ESD,” head

coach Jeff Schlekeway said.

The team certainly is inex-
perienced, with only around
half of the team having pre-
vious varsity experience. The
varsity squadisled by veteran
Connor Shoop at flight one.

“Connor Shoop is the
team leader and a com-
petitor who doesn’t like to
lose. I always know I'll get
100 percent out of him ev-
ery time he steps out onto
the court,” Schlekeway said.

The team is off to a shaky

SPORTS

Young Govs tennis team looks to improve after rough start

start, with a record of 2-7.
Despite the less-than-perfect
record, Schlekeway says the
team is still getting bettereach
week. The Governors have
faced many of the top-ranked
teams in the state in the first
few weeks of their season.

“We've played a real-
ly tough schedule and tak-
en some tough loses, but
for us to improve, we need
to play the best in the state,
and that is what were do-
ing,” Schlekeway said. “As

long as we learn some-
thing each time we get on
the court, the tough sched-
ule we've played should
help in the postseason.”

Today the Governors
are back in action in Rap-
id City. There they will face
O’'Gorman in a dual before
playing in the Rapid City
Invitational =~ Tournament.

“We are looking for-
ward to the Rapid City In-
vite, where we get to play
some teams we’'ve already

7

faced, as well as some new
teams, and teams from Wy-
oming” Schlekeway said. .

The team has a lot of
learning to do this season,
but still has high expecta-
tions for the postseason.

“We'd ideally like to place
in the top half of ESD and
the top half of State Tourna-
ment. To do that, we have
to go out and compete ev-
ery day and get better ev-
ery day,” Schlekeway said.

Lifeblood of the Govs: Adam fills new role

By Micah Howard

Despite never setting foot
on the football field or the
basketball court in his final
year at Riggs, cancer survi-
vor Conrad Adam has had
just as great an impact as his
teammates scoring the touch-
downs and making the shots.

In his sophomore year,
Adam was poised for a great
basketball career, making
the starting lineup on a team
that won third place in the
state. He dreamed of landing
a scholarship to play college
basketball. Adam also began
lifting with the football team
in the spring, hoping to be an
impact player in the fall. That
opportunity never came.

In the summer of 2011,
Adam went from fighting to
win games to fighting for his
life as he was diagnosed with
osteosarcoma, bone cancer.

His athletic future hang-
ing in the balance, Adam
was eventually faced with
the decision to ampu-
tate his left leg from just
above the knee down. For
him, it was a no-brainer.

“I didn't really think
twice about it. I knew that
having an amputation was

my best bet to return to
full health,” Adam said.

Motivated by the strength
they witnessed in Conrad, the
2012-13 Governor Basketball
squad brought home a cham-
pionship. Adam cut down
the net to a standing ovation.

After making a full recov-
ery, Adam resumed the life
of a normal student at Riggs.
His athletic impact returned
also, in a very different form.

Head football coach Jay-
son Poppinga made the deci-
sion to keep Adam a part of
the team. Adam stood along
the sidelines through every
practice and game, not feel-
ing sorry for himself and his
lack of opportunity to play,
but instead contributing
to the success of the team.

Poppinga comment-
ed on Adam’s role in the
team’s success last fall.

“Conrad was the epitome
of the team. All of our play-
ers really focused on how
hard they could work in the
offseason, how hard they
could work during prac-
tice, and the goal that they
had set for themselves and
the team,” Poppinga said.

Adam’s situation
worked to put the team's

goals in perspective.

“Conrad was faced with
not something that was triv-
ial like winning games or
winning a championship.
His challenge that was in
front of him really was his
life. To see what he had to
go through made everything
that we went through to-
gether as a team seem pret-
ty small,” Poppinga said.

While being a motiva-
tor and a leader, Adam also
kept things light-hearted
and encouraged his team-
mates to not take things for
granted and to have fun.

“I was able to keep them
loose before games, jok-
ing around. I tried to keep
the focus on the fun aspect
of the game,” Adam said.

Poppinga says that Adam
has kept his positive, fun-lov-
ing attitude the entire time.

“He’s just a light-heart-
ed, good-natured, intelligent
kid. The words used to de-
scribe just sound like the per-
fect student-athlete. But real-
istically that’s kind of what
he was. He did the right
things and he was willing to
have fun. And he’s still that
same guy,” Poppinga said.

After celebrating foot-

ball a state championship
alongside his teammates,
Conrad headed into the
basketball season looking
to again make an impact.

Head basketball coach
Terry Becker says that af-
ter offering motivation
from afar during his fight
with cancer, this year en-
abled Adam to help the
team in a more tangible way.

“Conrad was able to com-
municate with his teammates
and provide some of those
leadership qualities that he
has by being here and dem-
onstrating them. Last year
we all knew that he was put-
ting those characteristics to
use in an entirely different
setting. I think that mind-
set and all those tremen-
dous qualities that he has
are a big reason why he is
healthy today,” Becker said.

Becker made the decision
to reserve an official spot
on the roster for Adam. Af-
ter what Adam had done
for the team, Becker said it
just didn’t feel right to give
the jersey to anyone else.

“It meant a lot to me to
keep me on the roster. It
says a lot about the char-
acter of our coaching staff

here at Riggs,” Adam said.

Adam tried to make
the most of his final year
in a Governor uniform.

“The best part about be-
ing on the football and bas-
ketball teams was that I was
able to be with my friends
each and every day and see
them work hard and ex-
cel. It was just fun being
around the guys and see-
ing them win,” Adam said.

Becker says that Adam
can serve as a lesson for
all not just in athletics,
but also in life in general.

“I think it's just a great
lesson for us all on how
to meet life's challeng-
es head-on. 1 think we all
learned a valuable lesson
from him, not just in athlet-
ics but also in different phas-
es of our lives.” Becker said.

Adam’s athletic poten-
tial, however, is far from
gone, which is something
that Poppinga Dbelieves.

“That athleticism isn’t
gone just because he doesn’t
have one leg. I think we're
going to see Conrad’s name
again someplace again as
far as competition at ei-
ther the state or nation-
al level,” Poppinga said.
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Bachelor of t_l;e M_;nth—

Lennixx Lee, {2

Eye color:

Brown... just brown
Personality:

My friends like to
think of me as a
funny grandpa: wise
but often inappro-
priate.

Hair color: Dark
brown (as dark as
my soul)

Height: Depends on
whom you ask!
Favorite leisure ac-

tivity: Writing until
the keyboard breaks
or until people make
me chill out.
What qualities do
you look for in the
opposite sex? Sense
of humor and just a
DECENT PERSON in
general

What celebrity
would you like to go
out with? Gimme
Emma Stone, Jenni-
fer Lawrence, and a
coin to flip.

Looks or personal-
ity?

Personality perser-
veres longer than
looks.

Pursue or be pur-
sued?

Probably be pursued
(though | would be
oblivious, seriously).
What is your ideal
first date?

There would be lots
of dancing and abso-
lutely no food.

What would your
ideal girl be like?
Nice, funny, intel-
ligent, understand-
ing... and a little
weird.

Where db you see
yourself in five
years?

Living in Los Angeles
as a struggling writer.

Bachelorette of the Month

renna anan, 12

Eye color:
Glistening Green
Personality:

A little funky but
mostly spunky

Hair color:

Purple and proud
Height: 5 foot 7 and
3/4 inches

Favorite leisure
activity: Napping or

interpretive dancing
with Tatum.

What qualities do
you look for in the
opposite sex?

Tall, dark, and just as
weird as me.

What celebrity
would you like to go
out with?

Miles Teller, or Chris
Pine.

Looks or
personality?

Both, total package!
Pursue or be
pursued?

Be pursued, pursuing

is too much work.
What would your
ideal boy be like?
The qualities are
endless...

What is your ideal
first date?
Netflixing

Would you ever date
someone shorter
than you?
Absolutely not.
Where do you see
yourself in five
years?

Very successful and
happy with what |
am doing.

Fhats 5y Tithy Londer -
The Riggs Jazz | Band performs during the Big Band Dance, an annual evening of music
and dancing enjoyed by students and community members alike.

Spring a busy season

for band and choir

By Allie Knofcynzski

pring  sports
are mnow in
full swing, but

athletes are not the
only students with
busy schedules lately.
Riggs’sownjazzbands,
Symphonic band, Con-
cert Band, and choirs
have also experienced
an eventful month.

At the beginning of
April, the Jazz I and
Jazz II ensembles per-
formed at the annu-
al Big Band Dance,
which is always a fun
and enjoyable evening.
The local jazz band
Over Forte and the
Jazz band from North-
ern State University
performed at the Big
Band Dance. Attend-
ees enjoyed an evening
of music and swing
dancing, including a
swing dancing con-

“Large group contest
is a contest with
ourselves rather than
with other schools.”
- choir teacher
Rodd Bauck

test. Seniors Justin Oak-
land and Eileen Leong
claimed victory in the
contest. All funds raised
benefitted the Riggs
Fine Arts Booster Club.

Also, on April 16th,
the both and choir stu-
dents traveled to Mo-
bridge to participate
in Large Group Con-
test. The Concert and
Symphonic bands both
performed and re-
ceived Excellent and
Superior ratings, the
two highest scores
a group can receive.

The Concert and
Symphonic Choirs
also  prepared stu-
dents for  contest.

“Large group con-
test is a contest with
ourselves rather than
with other schools, and
it's to see where we've
come since the begin-
ning of the year,” choir
director Rodd Bauck
said. “All three choirs
went in and had fan-
tastic  performances.
For the treble choir it
was their first time get-
ting a superior rating
since I've been here.
All of our scores were
very, very high. We
had the highest cho-
ral scores of the day.”

When you get the
chance, congratulate
a band or choir mem-
ber you know on their
hard work recent-
ly and recognize them
for their achievements.





